Society for Physicians of Anthroposophic and Naturopathic Medicine (SPAN)

Certification Criteria

SPAN’s certification process in anthroposophic naturopathic medicine invites naturopathic doctors to apply.  The certification process begins with criteria 1 through 5, described below.   When the applicant feels that she/he is ready, an application can be obtained from the SPAN by writing SPAN at info@span-med.org).  The application and fee are submitted along with two clinical cases and a mentor’s recommendation, as described in criteria 6 and 7.

1. Applicants must be licensed as an ND and have graduated from an accredited naturopathic school in the United States of America or Canada.  The applicant shall be a current member of SPAN.
2. The applicant shall be of high moral and ethical standards and be of good standing in the community.

3. The applicant shall be developing the soul and spiritual faculties needed for the practice of anthroposophic naturopathic medicine, as well as continuing to broaden or deepen her or his knowledge.

4. The applicant shall give evidence of at least one year’s full-time study on the basics of anthroposophy and naturopathic anthroposophic medicine, or part-time training for at least three years. 
5. The applicant shall give evidence of at least two years of practical further training in medicine at an anthroposophic clinic or hospital, at an anthroposophic general or specialty medical practice, or in the applicant’s own private practice under a recognized mentor.  Recognized mentorship means the mentorship of an anthroposophic physician who already has a certificate from SPAN, ACAM (American College of Anthropsophic Medicine), or the Medical Section at the Goetheanum.  A recognized mentor will periodically assist and discuss with the applicant subject matters related to a deeper understanding of anthroposophic medicine.

6. The applicant shall submit at least two case histories and discusses the cases in writing in such a way that clear evidence is given of the applicant’s familiarity with the principles of anthroposophic medicine as they pertain to the cases.

7. At least three appointed board members will conduct an oral exam in which the two submitted cases and related principles of diagnosis and treatment are discussed.  The oral exam is conducted in person, or by telephone if the applicant is known to three of the board members. 

8. The Board will review parts 1 -7 of the completed application, request clarification as needed, and decide regarding certification.

Please contact us with any questions at info@span-med.org.

